Phrases to use to ensure you are hitting the AOs 

Introduction (thesis statement)
Agree with /set up a view - At face value, it seems….
Challenge view – However, it should be noted that / could be argued that…
Conclusion

In conclusion, I believe that [second view raised in thesis statement]; however, there is some merit in the view that /it is possible to argue that….
AO1
1. The question of whether or not [use exam question here] invites us to consider…

2. In deciding whether or not [use exam question here] we must explore…

3. A key word in this question is [use word from question] because…

4. A central issue raised by this question is…

5. At face value it does indeed seem that…however, we must also consider…

6. Whilst there is an illusory sense of….in truth,….

7. It would be too simplistic to claim that….because this ignores the complexity of…

8. [Author] presents….as a necessary precondition of….

9. This acts to support the notion that…

AO2

1. Through using [technique], [author] creates an impression of…

2. The most important word here is [select word] because…

3. This effect arises from [author’s] use of [technique] because…

4. Here, [author] shapes meaning through using….in order to…

5. [Author] presents…as a necessary but not sufficient cause of [character’s]…

6. This is a turning point / the pivotal moment in the [type of text] because…

AO3

1. Lovers/modern people in this period would have been strongly influenced by ideas of…

2. This would be particularly powerful for a contemporary reader/audience because…

3. The full impact of this only becomes clear when we consider the context of…

4. [Author] may well have been influenced here by the important context of…

5. An underlying cause of [author’s] interest in…may be…

AO4

In single text questions you are looking to give a sense of typicality. Use phrases like this: 

1. Readers /the audience would be familiar with this idea from other texts dealing with [theme or idea], such as [mention text]…

2. Readers / audience members would be particularly alert to this issue as it is typical of [genre/period of writing] in that… 

3. This is even more striking when we consider that many other texts, such as [mention text], present a contrasting view in that...

4. The importance of [theme/issue being discussed] is evident in its treatment by other authors / in a range of texts, including [name texts and authors as needed]

5. This text is atypical in its treatment of…because of its emphasis on…

6. In a way typical of texts of the…period, [author] suggests that…

7.  This leads to the conclusion that [text 1] is more typical of…than [text 2]
In comparative questions you are primarily looking to make specific connections between the two texts you’ve studied. Use phrases like this…

1. Whilst it is true that [author 1]…., this cannot be said to be true of all prose texts since [author 2] clearly…

2. Although both [author 1] and [author 2] explore….subtle differences emerge when we consider…

3. This contrast helps us to see that, for [author 1 or author 2], what really matters in his/her discussion of [theme] is…

4. The way in which [author 1] explores the issue of [theme] through her/his use of [technique] highlights [author 2’s] contrasting reliance on the technique of….
5. In stark contrast to [author 1], [author 2]…

It’s also useful to use words or phrases that signal you are making a comparison:

1. Similarly…

2. In much the same way…

3. In contrast…

4. A different approach is taken by…

AO5
1. Having explored the way in which…., it is also important to consider…

2. As well as considering…., the reader / audience is also invited to engage with the question of….

3. Whilst it may be true that…., we also need to investigate….

4. This view can be challenged because….

5. However, an alternative interpretation is possible because…
